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Curley Park Rangers Football Club, Connaught Pavilion, Whitmoor Road, Bagshot GU19 5QE


COACH QUALIFICATION & FUNDING POLICY
The FA’s coaching development is through their coach education pathway. The pathway maps the learner journey from a new coach undertaking their first course right through to the advanced qualifications required to manage at an elite level. 
There are various strands in The FA’s coach education pathway. The “core” strand comprises of The FA Introduction to Coaching Football through to The FA Level 5 (UEFA Pro) in Coaching Football. Other strands feature specialist courses, including goalkeeping, Futsal and disability football. 

To meet our Accredited England status & to provide strong & safe coaching support to our players, every team must have one coach who has done the online Introduction to Coaching Football course  (previously level 1 in coaching football).  Additionally the FA & the club require every coach to have completed the FA online Playmaker course & the FA’s online Safeguarding Children course.  These qualifications are in addition to the DBS verification that all adults involved in running the team must obtain & maintain up to date.

We appreciate that as children develop some teams will require additional coaching support & this policy has been developed to reflect this situation.

Curley Park Rangers FC will fund the cost of coaches obtaining all of these qualifications on the basis that they provide benefits to the club & the children. The club must obtain a long-term benefit from this funding.  Provided you stay with the club, the introduction to coaching football will be reimbursed over 3 years, the UEFA C licence over 5 years. Courses costing less than £100 will be refunded immediately.  Variations to this refund policy can only be sanctioned by the Treasurer.
The FA run a fully funded places programme that covers the cost of a percentage of all places on Introduction to Coaching Football for coaches who meet their criteria. The link below will take you to the page on England Football Learning website for application details. 

Application windows take place at various times throughout the season.  You should explore the FA Funding before applying for the course
 Fully Funded Places Programme | England Football Learning
All coaches must do the FA Playmakers course.  This is a free online course that will provide you with an excellent introduction into coaching football, enabling you to learn how to run fun, safe and inclusive football sessions, how to deal with medical emergencies & an overview of how to safeguard children.  The course is free & duration is 4.5 hours, it is modular & you can dip in / dip out as your time allows.

You will not be able to take Introduction to Coaching Football if you have not completed The FA Playmaker course.    
Every coach must do the Safeguarding Children Course. This is a 3 hour online course designed to give you an understanding of safeguarding concerns, as well as how to provide a secure environment for young people. The course is split into nine sections with online learning modules, activities and questionnaires. to complete throughout. You can drop in and out of each module at your own pace and at a time that suits you best.

The FA requires coaches refresh this qualification every 2 years

Please note that the Safeguarding Children Course is available as a module within Introduction to Coaching Football  . If you have completed Introduction to Coaching Football, you do not need to complete the Safeguarding Children course twice.

 
Every TEAM must have a coach who has completed the Introduction to Coaching Football   (previously FA Level 1 in coaching football).   The course is a 4 week online course blending live weekly webinars, e-learning, community support and a range of resources to provide you with the skills to coach players of all ages. To pass the course, you will need to work through e-learning modules, unlocking new ones each week, as well as completing a short online assessment. The e-learning can be completed in stages in your own time. No restriction will be placed on the number of qualified level 1 coaches in a team.

Having completed the introduction to coaching course, it is essential that the first aid & safeguarding elements are refreshed as required to keep the qualification active & to meet the requirements of our Accredited England status.
In addition the FA offer online courses on first aid.  Although not mandatory all coaches are encouraged to take these qualifications.  The FA Introduction to First Aid in Football (IFAiF) is a 2 hour online course perfect for anyone looking to develop their knowledge and understanding of first aid in football, including coaches, managers, parents, volunteers and teachers. Throughout this course, you will work through online modules and learn to be able to respond quickly should a medical emergency arise, as well as gaining the confidence to handle situations the right way. 
Please note that Introducing First Aid in Football is available as a module within Introduction to Coaching Football. If you have completed Introduction to Coaching Football, you do not need to complete Introducing First Aid in Football twice. 

There are other medical courses on the FA website,  notably on concussion.  Coaches are encouraged to take these courses also.

The above courses are required to meet our Accredited England status & also to provide the basic level of  coaching support we consider necessary for our members.  However, we appreciate that as children & coaches develop,  some teams will require additional coaching support & some coaches may want to develop their coaching skills.
The FA run a number of specialist courses, including goalkeeping, Futsal and disability football.  CPR will support coaches doing these courses,  approval from the Treasurer for funding the course is required. 
The next stage in your coaching development is the UEFA C Licence  (previously level 2 in coaching football).  Delivered through a blend of virtual and face-to-face learning, FA expert Coach Developers will guide you through the UEFA C Licence, supporting you as you tailor it to your players. The course will last for approximately 16-20 weeks, supporting the principles of spaced learning and giving you the opportunity to reflect and practice what you’ve learnt in real-time.

CPR will encourage & support Coaches wanting to progress onto the UEFA C Licence.  These courses require a significant time commitment from the individual & a significant financial cost to the club, all applicants must obtain approval by the senior club management before committing to the course.
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